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THE MANIFESTO 

We stand for using digital technologies to foster freedom of expression and information –  
a fundamental right enshrined in Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Freedom of expression in countries of the Global South is challenged by undemocratic  
regimes, human rights abuses, inequality, poverty, corruption, surveillance, lack of access  
to information, poor media literacy and high costs of internet and communication services.  
However, we believe digital technologies can be used in innovative, ethical, democratic,  
inclusive and collaborative ways to solve problems and improve people’s lives.

We believe that in order to foster freedom of expression and information, individuals,  
government, media and other organisations should observe the South2South principles  
when designing, developing and implementing projects using digital technologies.

This is a living document and open for discussion.

The manifesto was produced during the South2South Media Dialogue in Cape Town,  
hosted by DW Akademie and IAJ, in November 2014. 

The authors call upon those who use the South2South Manifesto to share this document  
and participate in its evolution.

Introduction

The South2South Manifesto was developed during a four-day media dialogue that  
focused on how to best use digital technologies to foster freedom of expression  
and information in countries of the Global South.

The media dialogue was hosted by DW Akademie (Germany) and IAJ (South Africa)  
and brought together journalists, activists and media development specialists from  
14 countries to exchange knowledge and ideas.

Through a series of moderated discussions and idea-generating workshops, the  
14 delegates produced seven core principles for fostering freedom of expression and  
information. Each principle is accompanied by recommendations for individuals  
and organizations to consider when using digital technologies to foster freedom  
of expression and information.
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1. STRATEGY
Develop long-term strategies to establish and protect freedom of expression 

Recommendations
• Analyze the state of freedom of expression and how authorities enforce laws
• Build partnerships and networks dedicated to freedom of expression
• Use accurate and appropriate indicators to plan, develop and evaluate projects
• Develop and adapt digital technologies to meet changing conditions and needs
• Be transparent with sources and conditions of funding

2. INTEGRATION
Combine digital technologies and traditional forms of communication to foster freedom  
of expression.

Recommendations
•  Respect existing forms of community dialogue and media, and where possible,  

integrate them into digital projects
• Support communities using digital technology in a form they can use and afford
• Adhere to democratic principles and equal rights to expression
• Offer equal access to media: “Think of the last person first”
• Respect individual privacy and make digital security a priority

3. SUSTAINABILITY
Develop innovative ways of making projects sustainable and independent

Recommendations
• Strive for shared and diversified ownership of projects
• Find partners and appropriate sources of funding that do not hinder independence
•  Explore multiple models of financing to sustain projects beyond the duration of  

external funding
• Think about generating revenue from the beginning of a project
• Use freeware, open source tools and ‚hacker communities‘ to be cost-effective
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4. OPENNESS
Facilitate our right to know

Recommendations
• Advocate for freedom of information and transparency laws
• Develop open standards
• Provide universal access to technology
• Raise civic awareness of data uses through online and offline campaigns and training
• Share digital information in accessible formats

 

5. DATA FOR PUBLIC INTEREST
Request, collate, analyse and share data in a way that everyone can use and connect people 
with the information they need

Recommendations
• Simplify, explain and visualise data to make it understandable
• Create, publish, distribute and share stories from collected data 
• Include meta-data to make digital materials easier to search, use and adapt
• Be creative and use transmedia formats to visualise, publish and share data
• Develop best practices for sourcing, collating and analysing data

6. PARTICIPATION
Use participatory methods to strengthen freedom of expression and information

Recommendations
•  Include target communities and audiences in planning, development,  

implementation and evaluation of projects
• Ensure the space for participation is safe and allows for open expression
• Make use of existing tools, methods and platforms to encourage participation
• Provide digital literacy training to enable broader community participation
• Support the right to start your own digital platform
•  Engage and sensitize politicians and public officials to acknowledge their  

obligations and accountability to their communities
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7. SKILLS SHARING
Share knowledge and experiences between digital project practitioners

Recommendations
•  Use multiple methods and platforms for sharing knowledge and skills
•  Promote both online and offline activities for sharing knowledge and skills
•  Explore platforms for sharing ebooks, research papers and open source software
•  Create a digital bank for storing and exchanging open data files
•  Share directories of media organisations
•  Mentor colleagues through online platforms
•  Organise offline activities such as workshops and events at universities and  

schools and share results online
•  Inform and educate people through existing media such as TV, radio and newspapers

The manifesto on the web
http://akademie.dw.de/S2Smanifesto
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